[Locoregional analgesia in thoracic injuries].
Pain is a major factor of respiratory decompensation after chest trauma. General and/or regional analgesia improve alveolar ventilation, make physiotherapy easier and often avoid mechanical ventilation. Concerning regional techniques, epidural, intercostal and interpleural routes have their respective indications and contraindications, benefits and risks. When suitable, epidural analgesia appears to be the preferable technique.